
Press Release
Public event on Wednesday 20th January 2010, 6pm, at the National Museum of 
Kenya, Museum Hill, Nairobi. 

Share The World’s Resources, a UK-based think tank and campaign group, are hosting 
a public debate to coincide with the launch of a new publication: ‘Megaslumming’. 

The event will commence with a short presentation by Adam Parsons, author of the 
book, on his experience and analysis of sub-Saharan Africa’s most notorious 
shantytown – Kibera. 

A panel of experts and activists will then discuss the issues raised in the book, including 
the reality of poverty for those living in ‘megaslums’; how international and domestic 
policies may be increasing levels of urban poverty; and what the options are for 
reversing this trend. Djemba, one of the street boys followed in the book, will also speak 
from his personal experience about how he survives inside Nairobi’s largest informal 
settlement. 

Panelists will include:
Adam Parsons
Author of Megaslumming and editor at Share The World’s Resources

Haron Ndubi
Human rights lawyer and political commentator

Rasna Warah
Daily Nation columnist and former editor of UN-HABITAT’s State of the World’s Cities

Djemba
Young resident of Kibera

Rajesh Makwana
Director of Share The World’s Resources, who will chair the event

The panel debate will be followed by questions and answers from the diverse audience, 
which will include media representatives, non-governmental organisations, writers, 
artists and the general public. Complimentary snacks and refreshments will be provided 
in the courtyard after the discussion. 

Admission is free.
For more information about the event and to purchase a copy of the book or download 
it for free, visit www.stwr.org/megaslumming 

Megaslumming.
A book launch and
public debate on urban 
poverty in Kenya.



Press contact
Rajesh Makwana, director of Share The World’s Resources, 
rajesh@stwr.org, +44 (0)7957 181669 

Notes 
Megaslumming is published by Share The World’s Resources. Written as an introduction to 
global justice issues, the book sets out to unravel how a ‘megaslum’ such as Kibera came to 
exist, what economic forces shape the reality of life for slum-residents in Africa, and what it 
really means to live in extreme poverty. In a mix of travel writing, history and political narrative, 
the book vividly describes life in the slum through the eyes of its different residents – the AIDS 
orphans, the grandmother-headed households, the neglected schools, the Nubian elders, and 
most of all the street boys who become the author’s guides and educators inside the 
shantytown. 

Share The World’s Resources (STWR) advocates for governments to secure basic human 
needs by sharing essential resources such as water, energy and staple food. www.stwr.org

Haron Ndubi is a human rights lawyer and political commentator based in Nairobi, Kenya, and 
formerly the Vice-Chairman of Kenya’s Law Society. 

Rasna Warah is an author, journalist and former editor of UN-HABITAT’s State of the World’s 
Cities report. She writes a weekly column for Kenya’s Daily Nation newspaper, and is the editor 
of ‘Missionaries, Mercenaries and Misfits’ (AuthorHouse, 2008).

Djemba was orphaned in Nairobi at the age of 5, and has since grown up in Kibera. Now 19 
years old, he still lives in the informal settlement.
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